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Shropshire Wildlife Trust are the county’s 
leading environmental charity, currently 
supported by 8,000 members. With strength 
of numbers and 45 years of experience 
behind us, we are an increasingly effective 
champion for local wildlife.

Did you know that Shropshire Wildlife Trust...

✷ �Brings thousands of schoolchildren in 
touch with nature through school grounds 
projects and trips to nature reserves each 
year.

✷ �Cares for 37 nature reserves, including 
woods, meadows and ancient moorland.

✷ �Welcomes people of all ages on to its 
nature reserves.

✷ �Campaigns to persuade developers and 
local authorities to respect our natural 
environment.

✷ �Encourages people to enjoy nature 
with walks, talks and events in town and 
country.

✷ �Has local branches around the county.
✷ �Involves volunteers in all aspects of its 

work.

We generally have around 20 staff 
members; both full- and part-time, plus some 
400 volunteers help carry out the work of 
the Trust, keeping nature reserves in shape, 
helping in the office and supporting us as 
trustees.

The Trust is based in Abbey Foregate, 
Shrewsbury. We are open to visitors from 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 4.30pm. Here you 
can find out more about our work, explore 
the garden and browse in the wildlife shop, 
which sells a range of equipment for schools 
including Forest School resources, bug 

Who are we and what do we do?

pots, bird boxes and feeders, plus specialist 
information. Call 01743 284280 or visit: 
www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk for more 
information.

Shropshire Wildlife Trust is committed to 
conservation of two main types. The first is 
the conservation of our countryside, but the 
second is the conservation of the young 
naturalist. Nature needs children; to splash 
in puddles, get muddy and to explore the 
tiny world of minibeasts. These increasingly 
rare young people are our future decision-
makers; we need them to be aware of how 
awe-inspiring “outside” can be.

Our activities give young people an 
opportunity to learn through first-hand 
experience of Shropshire’s wild places.  We 
challenge them to think about their own 
place and role in the natural world.

By helping children gain the knowledge and 
skills to understand and care for the natural 
world, we hope to sow a seed that will grow 
with them throughout their lives.

All our activities work towards National 
Curriculum requirements and are planned 
in consultation with you, the class teacher. 
Students of all ages are abilities are catered 
for in a safe and friendly environment.

We offer additional support to teachers 
through training days and in-school projects, 
as well as assistance in setting up and 
running after-school clubs.

Feel free to contact us on 01743 284284/297, 
or visit our teachers’ blog:  
www.shropshirewildlifetrust.ethink.org.uk



Where
Wild Schools

Go
This is a guide to what we at Shropshire Wildlife 
Trust think are the wildest places for schools 
in south Shropshire. We’ve crept, crawled, 
explored and splashed in muddy puddles on 
your behalf, to bring you tried and tested wild 
places to take your class for an awe-inspiring 
experience.

Inside these pages are instructions on how to 
plan a visit, with essential safety advice and 
ideas for activities.

This e-format means that we can save paper 
and regularly update the pages, giving you 
new sites, ideas and relevant information as it 
becomes available.

Thanks
This document has been inspired by the 
Shropshire Hills AONB and kindly supported by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, through The Blue 
Remembered Hills project. We are indebted 
to their valuable assistance and support in 
putting it together.

Many thanks to them for all their discoveries, 
research and tireless enthusiasm.

Welcome!

Protecting wildlife where you live

Shropshire
Wildlife Trust
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How to use this guide

The wild places in this guide are listed in alphabetical order. 
Each site includes 

✷ �a map and directions, 
✷ �key features of the site, 
✷ �suggested activities 
✷ �other local places of interest
✷ �and key safeguarding advice.

Please note that the information we give are only guidelines; 
please make sure you follow your own safeguarding 
procedures when planning and carrying out a visit.. 

Key

The symbols at the top of each page will help you get a basic 
idea of what’s on offer at the site. Contact SWT for more 
information on these suggested workshops. 01743 284284.

Investigating, Enquiring, Communicating
The site is suitable for a range of scientific investigations, 
collection of data and an introduction to fieldwork 
techniques.

Exploring and Developing Ideas
The site is suitable for cross-curricular activities encouraging 
pupils to develop their own learning with the support of 
experienced SWT staff. 

Life Processes and Living Things
Suitable for learning more about key concepts including 
habitats, life cycles, photosynthesis and food chains.

Places, Patterns and Environmental Change
Suitable for the development of skills and concepts relating to 
geography and sustainable development at all key stages.

Participation and Responsible Action
Suitable for pupils to play an active part in the conservation of 
wildlife, plus learn more about the work of Shropshire Wildlife 
Trust. Gain a deeper understanding of your role on Planet 
Earth through issues based activities.

SC1

SC2
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How to use this guide 

continued
Please feel free to plan and lead your own visits to these 
wild places, but please contact the relevant landowners 
before going ahead. Full contact details are given for each 
site.

How to book a trip with Shropshire Wildlife Trust:

1 �Let us know what you have planned this term and 
we’ll work with you to plan, deliver and follow up your 
workshop with us at your chosen wild place.

2 �Once you have your session plan and safeguarding 
information, we’ll offer to come in and talk to your class 
in preparation for their visit.

3 �Please book your transport to the site. Occasionally, we 
have bursaries that will subsidise your transport costs, 
please ask for more details.

4 �We’ll meet you on site and lead the activities. Please 
feel free to invite parents and don’t be afraid to join in 
too- anyone can go bug-hunting!

5 �Let us know what you thought of the trip by filling in an 
evaluation form. We’ll ask you for some information on 
learning outcomes too, to make sure our teaching has 
been effective.

6 �Keep in touch with us via our teachers’ blog www.
shropshirewildlifetrust.ehtink.org.uk for resources, training 
and latest news.
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Directions and Parking:

Grid reference: SO 612 893
Oak Farm is situated in a quiet lane in the 
centre of Ditton Priors village between 
Craven Arms and Bridgnorth. The farm 
entrance is opposite the industrial estate.
There is a car park at the farm office and 
space for coach parking at the tea room.

Other local places of interest:

Broen Clee Toposcope, Buildwas Nature 
Reserve,Shropshire Hills Discover Centre and 
Onny Meadows Country Park.

Keep Safe:

These are points to consider when preparing 
your risk assessment for this site:
▲	� This is a working farm, care with 

machinery and livestock is essential.
▲	� The pond area is fenced off, but please 

ensure adequate supervision
▲	� Infection: Wash hands before eating, and 

cover any cuts.
▲	� A full set of sample risk assessments for 

this site are available from SWT for you to 
adapt to suit your own requirements.

Oak Farm, 
Ditton Priors         

A Shropshire County Council working 
farm that welcomes group visits and 
provides equipment for farm and 
habitat studies. There is also a superb 
Forest School available on site. To book 
a visit, phone the farm manager Stuart 
Toulson 01746 712352.

Special features:

✷	 �Extremely friendly and accessible small farm, 
rearing sheep, pigs, cows, ducks and alpacas.

✷	 �Oak Farm is home to a vibrant and successful 
day service, providing essential vocational 
training for adults with learning difficulties.

✷	 �They’re keen to encourage school 
participation and integration with aspects 
of the day service as a way of addressing 
discrimination and disability awareness at 
an early age.

What could I do with my class?

●	� A detailed teacher’s pack for the farm 
is available from Shropshire Wildlife Trust. 
Please contact 01743 284284. Your trip 
needs to be self-run if not led by Shropshire 
Wildlife Trust

●	� Habitat studies
●	� Forest School taster sessions (by 

arrangement with Shropshire Wildlife Trust)
●	� Bug Hunting
●	� Pond Dipping 
●	� “Grab a Bucket” resources, full of useful 

resources to help you explore the farm. 
Booking is essential for these resources.

●	� Tea room with freshly made local food- 
Wednesdays –Saturdays 10.30am-3pm  
Tel: 01746 712714

B4368B4378

B4371

B4363

B4362

A458

Oak Farm

Burwarton

Ditton Priors

Shipton

Clee
St Margaret

to Craven Arms

to Ludlow

to Church Stretton

to Much Wenlock

To Bridgnorth

Diddlebury Brown Clee Hill

Location Map
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Directions and Parking:

Grid reference: SO 591 727
From the A49 turn into Church Stretton and 
Rectory Wood is at the far end of the main 
street. The nearest toilets are in Easthope 
Road, adjacent to the car park.
Public transport details: The 435 Shrewsbury-
Ludlow bus service (operated by Minsterley 
Motors) runs two-hourly on weekdays and 
Saturdays. There is a regular train service 
from the station in the town centre.

Other local places of interest:

Cardingmill Valley National Trust site (ideal 
for stream dipping and habitat studies)
Allen Coppice Sculpture Trail: fantastic 
sculptures of birds and animals carved out 
of dead trees. The wood belongs to the 
Longmynd Hotel, but the paths are open to 
all. There is no charge.

Keep Safe:

These are points to consider when preparing 
your risk assessment for this site:
▲	� The paths are uneven and fairly steep in 

places, so good footwear is advisable.
▲	� There is a pool in the wood - ensure 

sufficient supervision.

Old Rectory Wood 
and Field 

Twenty-five acres of landscaped semi-
ancient woodland and hay meadow, 
situated within walking distance of 
Church Stretton town centre. The site 
is owned and managed by Shropshire 
County Council, in partnership with the 
Rectory Wood and Field Interest Group 
and National Trust. To book a visit, 
phone 01691 624448.

Acton Scott

CHURCH STRETTON

Craven Arms

Diddlebury 

MunslowA489

A49

Rectory Wood
Long Mynd

Wenlock E
dge

to Shrewsbury

to Bishop’s Castle

to Ludlow

to Much Wenlock

B4368

B4371

Location Map

Special features:

✷	 �Lancelot “Capability” Brown is thought to 
have influenced the design of the wood 
and meadow.

✷	 �Carpets of snowdrops and bluebells in 
spring.

✷	 �A beautiful, tranquil spot, ideal for 
exploration and habitat studies.

What can I do with my class?

●	� Tree and habitat studies: compare 
animal and plant life in the meadow and 
woodland.

●	� Storytelling in the woods
●	� Follow the carved posts around the trail, 

looking for clues to local wildlife.

▲	� The stream is generally low but extra care 
should be taken following heavy rain.

▲	� Weil’s Disease – Wash hands before 
eating.  Cover cuts and wear gloves.

▲	� This is a popular dog walking area – Be 
vigilant.
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Directions and Parking:

Grid reference: SJ 413 093
Good access through locked gate into the 
car park off the Lea Cross to Yockleton road.
From Shrewsbury A5 bypass, take the A488 
Bishop’s Castle road. Before reaching 
Pontesbury, turn right at Lea Cross. Nature 
Reserve is signed.

Other local places of interest:

Venus Pool and observation hide, just off the 
A458 Shrewsbury to Bridgnorth road on the 
Bridgnorth side of Cross Houses.
Earl’s Hill Nature Reserve.
Eastridge Woods near Minsterley.

Keep Safe:

These are points to consider when preparing 
your risk assessment for this site:
▲	� Access to the water’s edge is not 

allowed so water safety should not be an 
issue, assuming adequate supervision of 
pupils.

▲	� The gate from the road to the car 
park may be locked so check access 
arrangements with the landowner before 
your visit.

Polemere Nature 
Reserve 

An ancient mere left after the last Ice 
Age, Polemere has been well known 
for its birds for many years. 

Contact land owner, Tudor Bebb prior 
to visit. Phone 01743 821212.

Special features:

✷	� Ideal for birdwatching any time of year.
✷	� Large bird hide on site.
✷	� Gated access suitable for minibus.
✷	� Binoculars and telescope are available 

from Shropshire Wildlife Trust. Phone 01743 
284284.

What could I do with my class?

●	�� Observe birds from the hide, there is room 
for 15 people at a time.

●	�� Use natural materials to build a bird’s nest.
●	�� Collect photos and sketches of birds for 

follow-up work back at school.
●	��� There are posters of birds in the hide to 

help with identification. 

A488

A488

A49

A5

A488

Polemere

Earl’s Hill

Lyth Hill

to Bishop’s Castle to Bridges

to Welshpool

to Church Stretton

Pontesbury

SHREWSBURY

Minsterley

Westbury

Lea

Hanwood
Bayston Hill

Nox

Yockleton

Location Map
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Directions and Parking:

Grid reference: SO 435 825
The centre has ample coach and car parking 
and is easily accessed from the A49 on the 
south side of Craven Arms. The centre is 10 
minutes walk from Craven Arms train station.

Other local places of interest:

English Heritage’s Stokesay Castle is within 10 
minutes walk of the centre and educational 
groups can take guided walks up to an Iron 
Age hill fort which overlooks the site.

Keep Safe:

These are points to consider when preparing 
your risk assessment for this site:
▲	� Slips, trips and falls – Area can be muddy.  

Wear wellies or “grippy” shoes.
▲	� River Onny – the banks are steep in places. 

The river can be very fast flowing so ensure 
sufficient supervision.

▲	� Ponds – there are suitable areas for dipping 
and a dipping platform

▲	� Weil’s Disease – Wash hands before eating. 
Cover cuts and wear gloves.

The Shropshire Hills 
Discovery Centre 
& Onny Meadows 
Country Park

Opened to the public in 2001, the Onny 
Meadows comprises 25 acres of beautiful 
managed grassland and coppice, 
running alongside the River Onny

Special features:

✷	 �Traditional meadows and large ponds 
provide opportunities for habitat 
investigations.

✷	 ��Orienteering courses at a variety of levels 
are available.  

✷	 ��A large part of the level site is accessible to 
wheelchair users

✷	 �The centre also houses a café, shop and 
the local library, with complete access for 
disabled visitors and opening hours are;

	� April to October daily from 10.00am - 
5.30 pm. November to March daily from 
10.00am - 4.30 pm. Tel: 01588 674080

	 www.shropshirehillsdiscoverycentre.co.uk 

What could I do with my class?

●	� Self-led groups are welcome but there is 
also a dedicated educational team on 
site to lead day-long activities that are 
closely linked to National Curriculum at KS1 
and 2.  These activities are based on the 
themes of exploring nature, being creative, 
understanding the past and reading the 
landscape.  For more details and costs, visit 
our website. 

●	� The Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre houses 
a permanent exhibition about the heritage 
and history of the local area, which includes 
a balloon flight across south Shropshire and 
an encounter with a mammoth.

Diddlebury 

Munslow

Acton Scott

Aston on
Clun

Church Stretton

Craven Arms

A489

A49

Discovery CentreStokesay
Castle

Long Mynd

Wenlock E
dge

to Shrewsbury

to Bishop’s Castle

to Ludlow

to Much Wenlock

B4368

B4371

Location Map
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Directions and Parking:

Grid reference: SO 369 977
Approach along the A488 from Pontesbury, 
pass through Minsterley keeping left on the 
A488, and then turn left towards Snailbeach. 
Drive through Snailbeach, Stiperstones 
village and Pennerley and bear left at the 
Bog Visitor Centre, fork left and you will 
reach the public car park on your left.
The car park is suitable for minibuses.
The all-ability trail and the footpath to the 
Devil’s Chair and Stiperstones ridge are both 
accessed from the car park.

Keep Safe:

These are points to consider when preparing 
your risk assessment for this site:
▲	� Wear appropriate clothing – be prepared 

for the extremes, this is an exposed 
location.

▲	� Footwear – walking shoes or boots if you 
are walking off the all-ability trail.

▲	� There are toilet facilities at the Bog Visitor 
Centre: check availability before your 
visit.

The Stiperstones
National Nature Reserve

The jagged, quartzite tors along the ridge 
of the Stiperstones are a stunning sight. 

Special features:

✷	� The all ability trail gives easy access 
for any school group. Suitable for 
wheelchair users.

✷	� Contact Shropshire Wildlife Trust for a 
guided walk along the ridge to the 
Devil’s Chair.

What could I do with my class?

●	� Walk the all-ability trail: using your senses 
to appreciate this remote location

●	� Listening activities including use of sound 
boxes & natural and man-made sounds.

●	� Land-use sketches
●	� Story telling: local folklore e.g. the ravens, 

the Devil’s Chair.
●	� “Back to purple” – caring for the 

environment – research and look for 
evidence of regeneration.

Other local places of interest:

Snailbeach Mine: explore 1000 years of 
mining in Shropshire. 
The Bog Visitor Centre. Can be booked for 
school groups. Phone 01743 79087.
NipstoneRock: A Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
reserve.

A488

A488

Earl’s Hill

The
Stiperstones

to Bishop’s Castle

to Shrewsbury
Pontesbury

Minsterley

Pulverbatch

Snailbeach

Pennerley

Stiperstones

Shelve

The Bog

Bridges

Habberley

Location Map



Shropshire
Wildlife Trust

Protecting wildlife where you live

Where Wild Schools Go

Protecting wildlife where you live

Shropshire
Wildlife Trust

Where Wild Schools Go
Learning experiences  

Some fun activities for wild school visits
Collection Windows   
Take a piece of string and lay it on the 
ground somewhere, either as a shape or a 
line, then bring a collection of interesting 
items from around your wild place to set out 
inside the window or on the line.  Share the 
findings with other groups.

Forest Garlands  
Thread leaves and flowers onto a long piece 
of grass and then tie as garlands.
Green Man and May Queen Head dresses. 
Twist or plait ivy or honeysuckle then 
decorate with flowers, cones leaves etc.

Story Sticks 
Encourage children to attach items found 
at your wild place onto a stick, then use it 
to tell a story about their visit to a friend or 
the group.

Story telling 
In pairs children use an object to tell the 
others a story or nursery rhyme.

Bird and Dormouse Pizzas
Decorate a mud covered piece of bark with 
wild berries, fruits and nuts gathered at your 
wild place.  Add seeds and dried/chopped 
fruits from home.  Leave your pizzas hidden 
for the wildlife and return at a later date to 
see the difference.

Minibeast hunt 
Using magnifiers, collection pots, nets, 
sheets and simple keys discover the tiniest 
creatures at your wild place.

Seed gathering/planting 
Gather seeds and test for means of dispersal 
e.g. try floating in water, blowing, sticking to 
clothes etc.

Tree Offerings 
This might be related to folklore stories or 
simply to emphasise the value of trees. The 
children might collect forest treasures to 
offer to their tree.

Natural Sculptures 
Having explored the colours and textures of 
the forest children can work in small groups 
to create their own natural sculptures.  See 
the work of Andy Goldsworthy to inspire 
ideas.

Colour Collections 
Attach ‘nibbles’ of colour samples to strips 
of card with double sided tape attached.  
This is a great activity repeated through the 
seasons to highlight changes.

Tree Bingo
On a preliminary visit to your wild place make 
a small collection of leaves, photocopy them 
onto one sheet. Pupils can use these “bingo 
cards” during the visit to gather matching 
leaves.

Photographs 
Take plenty of photographs and encourage 
pupils to make their own sketches as these 
are a great way to record and trigger 
discussion of the visit back at school.

Child Initiated Discoveries
Remember, children will initiate their own 
learning and discoveries if given the time 
and space to do so.  
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Are you a member of 

Shropshire Wildlife Trust?
Shropshire Wildlife Trust is the largest 
conservation organisation working 
exclusively in Shropshire on all aspects of 
nature conservation. We support schools 
and groups with an exciting programme of 
educational workshops.

If you join you will receive

✷ �‘Wildlife’ – the Trust’s magazine, full of 
articles on wildlife and conservation issues, 
local events and activities listings.

✷ �‘Natural World’ the Wildlife Trusts’ natural 
history magazine.

✷ �A wide range of regular volunteering 
opportunities.

✷ �The knowledge that your support is 
crucial to helping protect local wildlife

✷ �Access to Shropshire Wildlife Trust reserves 
guide.

Membership rates are:
	
	 Ordinary/Joint:	 £30.00 per annum
	 Family:	 £42.00 per annum
	 Concessionary	 £20.00 per annum

Call our membership officer on 01743 284288 
for more details or visit our web site: 
www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

And for nature wild kids…

Join Wildlife Watch you will get:

✷ �‘Ready for Action’ – the fun filled guide to 
being a wildlife watcher.

✷ �‘Watchword’ – a brilliant magazine for 
young people

✷ �‘Wildlife Extra’ – colourful posters with 
loads of seasonal wildlife top tips.
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This guide was compiled by Helen Howes 
and Martin Stott 

Helen is an experienced, over enthusiastic 
teacher who prefers never to go indoors.  
She dreams of Forest Schools for all.

Martin is a retired head teacher with a 
keen interest in the wilder things in life.  Wild 
himself, in every sense, he believes that 
children should be too.

Graphic design by MA Creative
www.macreative.co.uk
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Disclaimer
We have made every effort to ensure the information in this document is accurate. However, there 

may be errors and omissions that we’ve not spotted. Please don’t be offended or upset, simply 
contact us and we’ll do our best to put it right in future editions.




