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                  Helping everyone discover their wild side, find information for schools, groups and individuals to get involved with volunteering or take action at home. 
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                  Find out more about Shropshire's special wildlife and landscapes.
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                  Support us and protect your precious local wildlife.
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        In addition to caring for our 40 nature reserves, we survey over 600 Wildlife Sites across the county.
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            Early bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        One of our prettiest and smallest bumble bees, the early bumblebee has a bright orange tail and lemon-yellow bands on its body. It is very common and can be found in all kinds of habitats in early…
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            Early gentian

        

        

    
    
        The early gentian is a rare plant that is only found in the UK. It likes sunny, lowland chalk grasslands, its purple, trumpet-shaped flowers blooming in May and June.
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            Early purple orchid

        

        

    
    
        The Early purple orchid is one of the first orchids to pop up in spring. Look for its pinkish-purple flowers from April, when bluebells still carpet our woodland floors. Its leaves are dark green…
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        I was appointed to the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust on 20th July 2020, as Head of Nature Recovery South, after being interviewed on two Zoom meetings, a very odd experience in these strange…
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            Early breeders - Herons and Ravens

        

        

    
    
        Despite the cold and wet weather, some birds will be beginning their breeding rituals. Herons and ravens are two of the species mating early. Find out more about them here:
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            Common Hawker

        

        

    
    
        A large hawker, the Common Hawker can be seen throughout the summer and into autumn. A fast-flying insect, it catches its prey mid-air. Look for it around ponds in the uplands of the north and…
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            Migrant hawker

        

        

    
    
        The Migrant hawker is not a particularly aggressive species, and may be seen feeding in large groups. It flies late into autumn and can be seen in gardens, grasslands and woodlands.
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            Common darter

        

        

    
    
        The Common darter is a red, narrow-bodied dragonfly that can be seen throughout summer and autumn. It is hovers around all kinds of waterbodies, darting out to surprise its prey.
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            Black darter

        

        

    
    
        The Black darter is a black, narrow-bodied dragonfly that can be seen throughout summer and autumn. It is hovers around damp moors, heaths and bogs, darting out to surprise its prey.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Brown hawker

        

        

    
    
        A common dragonfly of canals, marshes, reedbeds and lakes, the Brown hawker can be seen patrolling the water or 'hawking' through woodland rides. It is easily distinguished by its…
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            Norfolk hawker

        

        

    
    
        The rare Norfolk hawker is a pale brown dragonfly, with a distinctive yellow triangle on its body. It is only found in unpolluted fens, marshes and ditches of the Broads National Park in Norfolk…
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    Contact us
  
          193 Abbey Foregate,    Shrewsbury,                                  SY2 6AH,                                    Tel:01743 284280
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    Nature reserves
  
          Explore our 40 reserves




      




  






  
    Use of images
  
          Some of the images on our website are donated by professional photographers solely for our charitable use. You may not use any of these images without the express permission of Shropshire Wildlife Trust.
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      Love wildlife, love Shropshire


Shropshire Wildlife Trust is a registered charity number 212744
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